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Umpired Races 

Racing Rules of Sailing, Appendix D 

A submission from the Race Officials Committee Chairman 

PROPOSAL 

D2.3 Umpired Races 
(a) When a boat protests under a rule of Part 2, except rule 14, or under rule D1, 
31.1, 42 or 44, she is not entitled to a hearing. Instead, when the protested boat fails 
either to a boat may promptly acknowledge breaking a rule by one of her crew 
raising one arm vertically upwards or to take a penalty in accordance with rule 
D2.1 (b), the protesting boat may display a yellow flag and request a decision by 
hailing ‘Umpire’. 
When a boat acknowledges breaking a rule and fails to take a penalty an umpire 
shall penalise her in accordance with rule D2.3(b)(2). 
If no boat acknowledges breaking a rule an umpire shall act in accordance with 
rule D2.3 (b). 

CURRENT POSITION AS AT NOVEMBER 2002: 

D2.3  Umpired Races 
(a) When a boat protests under a rule of Part 2, except rule 14, or under rule D1, 
31.1, 42 or 44, she is not entitled to a hearing. Instead, when the protested boat fails 
either to acknowledge breaking a rule or to take a penalty in accordance with rule D2.1 
(b), the protesting boat may display a yellow flag and request a decision by hailing 
‘Umpire’. 

REASON 

When team racing is umpired the current protest procedure requires the protesting boat 
to complete a 3 part process, red flag then wait for an opponent to exonerate and then 
yellow flag, in order to obtain an umpire decision. This process is exceptionally onerous 
and is almost universally disliked by competitors. The proposal simplifies the protest 
procedure to reflect the normal on water fleet or match race procedure of a hail and the 
display of a single flag. 

The change will reduce the number of incidents where an umpire decision cannot be 
made due to incorrect process. It also removes a lack of clarity about whether a boat 
has acknowledged breaking a rule, as the present text does not define the 
acknowledgement. 

The change makes the protesting boat immediately liable to a penalty where now she is 
liable only after displaying her yellow flag, or if the other boat protests.  
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